


Nyssa sylvatica

Blackgum

The form of blackgum makes it a prized landscape tree
with its straight trunk and horizontal, spreading
branches.  Lustrous green leaves turn gorgeous shades
of orange and scarlet in the fall.  Blue-black fruits are
highly prized by birds.  Grows in wetter areas, but can
tolerate drier sites.  Shelter it from harsh winds, since it
is at its northern limit in Michigan.

Suggested Companions: pagoda dogwood (Cornus
alternifolia), spicebush (Lindera benzoin), beech (Fagus
grandifolia)
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